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SIMPLE  
PATIO  
PLANTER 
AN “L” OF AN EASY  
PLANTER TO BUILD

STUFF YOU’LL NEED
4” x 4” x 6’ (cedar or treated) 1
2” x 4” x 6’ (cedar or treated) 1
2” x 2” x 3’ (cedar or treated) 1
½” x 2’ x 4’ treated plywood 1
Post finials    4

There are some pretty cool-looking concrete and 
pottery planters out there; we used to own one 
shaped like a pig. But sometimes the price just 

makes you want to squeal. Plus they’re heavy to move 
around and can freeze and crack if you don’t protect 
them over the winter. Here’s a planter that’ll make you 
as happy as a pig in the mud; it’s attractive, easy to build 
and easy to modify to accommodate your needs.

The L-shaped legs take time to create, but they serve 
triple duty: They’re the framework for attaching the sides, they’re the legs for elevating the planter 
and they cover the edges of the plywood to give the corners a cleaner look. The sides are made from 
treated plywood and the finials are screw-on fence post caps you can purchase at most home centers.

HOW TO BUILD IT
Cut the legs to length. Set your circular saw to a depth of 2 inches and make cuts on two adja-
cent sides of each leg (photo 1). You want to remove a 2-in. x 2 in. portion of the leg so each side 
of the remaining “L” is 1 ½ inches wide. 

Cut the treated plywood to size; the size will determine the overall length and width of your planter 
as well as how far off the ground the planter bottom will sit. Use galvanized screws and outdoor con-
struction adhesive to secure the plywood to the backs of the legs (photo 2, next page). ➡ 
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Use the 2 x 2-in. cutouts from the legs as cleats for holding the ply-
wood bottom in place (photo 3). Cut a piece of plywood to fit in the 
bottom, drill drainage holes, then rest it on the cleats.

Cut short lengths of 2x2 (actual dimension, 1 ½” x 1 ½”) wood and se-
cure them between the legs at the bottom edge of the plywood to cre-
ate a cleaner. Cut and install the mitered 2x4s that frame the top. Use 
3-in. galvanized screws to secure these pieces to the legs and to one 
another at the corners (photo 4). Drill holes for the finials, then screw 
them in place on each corner (photo 5). 

We applied two coats of semi-transparent exterior stain. For variety, con-
sider painting the finials a contrasting color before installing them. 

1Set your circular saw to a depth of 2 inches and make intersecting 
cuts on adjacent sides of the leg to remove a 2 x 2 in. chunk. Screw a 

scrap block to your work surface to hold the leg in place while sawing.
2 Install the plywood sides using exterior construction adhesive 

and galvanized screws or nails. Note: To make the planter 
square, the last two pieces of plywood installed need to be 1-in. 
narrower than the first two.

3 Use the leg cutouts as cleats for holding 
the bottom piece of plywood in place. After 

those are installed, add the short 2x2 trim pieces 
between the legs at the bottom.

4 Cut the top trim pieces so they overhang 
the legs by about ½ in, then screw them 

to the planter top. Pull the mitered corners 
tightly together by driving screws in through 
the sides.

5 Predrill holes and screw the finials 
in place. Apply the exterior finish of 

your choice. Drill a few drainage holes in 
the plywood bottom and drop it in place 
so it rests on the cleats. Add dirt, plant 
and enjoy! 


